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intrigue, and of that he could find no evidence, isro.
because it did not exist. Russia had left him to Murder of
the Afghans, who murdered him on the 3rd of avagnari*
September. With him perished the whole Mission.
There was not one of them left. It appears that
even those on the spot who approved of Lord
Ly tton's proceedings did not share the false security
of Government House. General Roberts1 dis-
believed in the honesty of Yakub, which he certainly
had good reason to doubt/ and in the safety of
Cavagnari He thought that Kabul should have
been occupied by British troops before the negotia-
tions at Gundamuk. Whatever may have been
the mistakes in detail of civil or military authority,
the whole fabric of Lord Lytton's Afghan policy
had fallen like a house of cards. The scientific
frontier was a phrase and an after-thought The
essence of Lord Salisbury's instructions to Lord
Lytton in 1876 was the maintenance of a permanent
Envoy at Kabul, To say, as Mr. Grant Duff said sept. n.
among his constituents at Elgin, " The blood that
has been shed has been as much shed by Lord
Salisbury as if he had slain with his own hand the
unhappy men who have been massacred/' is to use
the language of heated partisanship. Lord Salis-
bury did not believe in the danger, and no more,
for that matter, did Sir Louis Cavagnari. But the
Government had chosen to neglect the lessons of
experience and the teaching of the wise* Lord
Salisbury had forgotten the "large maps" which
he advised other people to use, and Lord Beacons-
field, in his dreams of the ** Great Mogul/' had
ignored the realities of Afghan life. If Russia set a
trap for him, he had walked into it, with his Viceroy
before him and his Cabinet behind him. The
"strong, friendly, and independent Afghanistan"

1 Forty-one Years in India, vol. ii. p. 177.
2 Ibid. p. 170.